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From Jarvis Cocker to The National, many top stars are realising the unique magic of Dingle's
special music festival Other Voices, says Eamon Sweeney — and it's getting better every year

he sight of Jarvis Cocker ambling

around Dingle in December is just

asmall measure of how far a little

music series from Ireland has come

in the space of nine short years. As

Pulp fans all over the world babble
on excitedly about the Sheffield band’s
reunion, Cocker is completely immersing
himself in the Dingle experience.

Those striking spectacles are later spotted
taking a pilgrimage to see Fungi and enjoying
a hot toddy in Dick Macs.

Cocker is here by invitation of fellow
Sheffield man and long-term friend and col-
laborator Richard Hawley, who's curating an
episode of Ireland’s longest-running music
series, “I think the word curator is a bit
grandiose for me,” Hawley laughs over a cof-
fee in a cosy lounge in Benner’s Hotel.

“When I first came here, I completely fell in
love with Dingle. This is an amazing way to fin-
ish a year and it keeps you going when you're
in Middlesbrough in the rain. Not that there’s
anything wrong with Middlesbrough.™

Hawley is evangelical about JHNGu_ W to
his fellow musicians, lauding it as an amazing
concept that really needs to be experienced
first hand to be fully believed and savoured.

The Gods must have been smiling on SURE
TN t00, as the Dingle Peninsula is spared
the worst ravages of the cold snap. The sun
shines, you can go for a stroll without risking
life and limb and the infectious feel-good fac-
tor of the recording of the ninth series is alive
and well and truly kicking.

St James Church on Dingle Main Street
only holds a paltry 80 people, but for the first
time a live feed on a big screen is being relayed
to pubs around the town and quality of sound
and vision is first class, It certainly makes for
a more special occasion for anyone without
one of the most coveted tickets in th Y

as they can enjoy every second of the proceed-
ings sipping the creamiest pints in Ireland.

Even though NN YOI 2010 is graced
with a bona fide celebrity in the skinny shape
of Jarvis Cocker, the event prides itself on
giving new talent a platform.

This year’s first act Anna Calvi releases her
debut album on Domino in January. On the
strength of her gutsy and confident perform-
ance of noise and skewered melodies, she’s cer-
tainly genuinely one to watch in 2011 before
those annual tipping lists bombard us.

“When | play live I'm a different person,” she
explains, "I feel powerful and fearless. All the
things I wish I felt in everyday life”

Nick Cave and Brian Eno are already fans and
expect her to soon gain considerably more.
Sadly, the wonderful Laura Marling has

BRUFUS WAINWRIGNT

. three times longer than the original.

MAGIC MOMENTS

had to pull her appearance at literally the very
last minute on doctor’s orders, despite spend-
ing 20 hours getting to Dingle. However, the
show must go on and an evening with Richard
Hawley and friends more than makes up for
it, He warms up nicely, playing an epic extend-
ed cover version of I'm Waiting for The Man
by the Velvet Underground that’s at least

Hawley also chips in Devil in Disguise
by Elvis, an artist he holds very dear, as
he'd had the privilege of writing for
Lisa Marie Presley. His Northern wit
is as sharp as ever. “Seeing as it's
coming up to Christmas, I'm going
to doone to get you in the festive
mood,” he says. “This song is
called Girl on Death Rorw”
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Hawley invites Lisa Hannigan to the stage,
who he describes as possessing a voice that's“a
gift to the world” This unlikely pairing duet on
a gorgeous rendition of Hushabye Mouniain
from Chitty Chitty Bang Bang, which sets the
tone for an evening of brilliant, bizarre and total-
Iy unexpected performances.

Hannigan does a beautiful solo version of
Moon River backed by Richard'’s first-
rate band.

Enter the one and only
Jarvis Cocker. The Pulp
leader tells us about his lit-
tle adventure to see
Fungi the dolphin
and prefaces I'm
aSiranger Here
by Lambehop
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by saying he hopes mml;eeomeamugerm

He produces 'a tattered guitar, which he

claims is worth 40p, but was booked its own seat
on the flight over and issued with a boarding
pass under the name, “Mr A Guitar Cocker”.
“Performers have egos, but when you're play-
ing from the front of a church your ego really
takes you that extra mile]” chuckles Cocker. “Do
you know our band used to be called Pulpit?

pretty decent fist at stand-up comedy.

. Speaking of Pulp, Something Changed
. from Different Class whets the appetite for
% next year’s festival headlining extravaganzas
[ in front of crowds infinitely bigger than the
© turnout at a small Irish wedding.

1t’s a magical mystery tour with Jarvis and

Richard at the helm taking in Lee Hazel-

We just dropped the it If the music didn’t
work out Cocker and Hawley could make _

- November. i
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et to fi
m Hud!meam hold no currency at
mm-—ﬁaw
L  multitudes of

endeavor, trawling the
at South By Southwest in 'rexu anﬂ

laughs.
“I know people must get bored to tears
being told how great T WV s, but it's
only when they uethewﬂm they get it.
Richard Hawley £

wood, the Everly Brothers and more Elvis Wellerafter

with One Night, “T share three letters of my

o name with the King of rock’'n’roll” Cocker

says with a comic thrust of the hips and the-
atrical wave of his finger.

Lisa Hannigan returns to the stage fora fes-

tive rendition of Silent Night of all things, a

song that you'd never imagine Jarvis Cocker

~  singing in a billion years. Out of all the cult

‘heroes of the heyday of Britpop, it's impossi-

ble to picture Liam Gallagher or Damon

Albarn involved in such a delightfully quirky

performance.
If Saturday night is the unexpected

[
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think people realise
m‘msmmghg magm?zduﬂ;s 0
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more momentum with each passing year,
who knows what treats are in store for series
10 in 2011 ‘

In the meantime mm’ﬂhmd_mi&-
less footage for your viewing pleasure in the
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